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A 

BILL 



For transferring the Powers and Duties of the Commissioners 
of Public Accounts in Ireland to the Commissioners for 
auditing the Public Accounts of Great Britain. 



N. B. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted in 
the Committee. 



m 



r (fc 11 Cfc a & divers Acts have been passed by the former 
Parliament of that part of the United Kingdom called Ire- 
land, and subsequently by the Parliament of the United Kingdom, for 
the Regulation and due Examination and Audit of certain Public 

ut'cpmna ur .midi rn (TI U T ULin^ MiHuuj rtuuuuij ■) — 

whereas in pursuance of the said Acts certain Commissioners were ap- 
pointed by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Ireland, for the due 
Examination and Audit of the said Accounts ; and by virtue of an Act 
passed in the First and Second years of the reign of His present Majesty, 
the Powers granted by such Letters Patent have become vested in Three 
Commissioners, who are now in the exercise of the same : 



And whereas it is expedient that the Examination and Audit of the 
beforementioned Accounts should be transferred from the said Commis- 
sioners to the Commissioners for auditing the Public Accounts of 
15 Great Britain; 



iBCt it tfimfottf Chiactcb, by The KING’S most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, THAT at any time within the 
20 period of One Y ear after the passing of this A ct, it shall and may be lawful 
for His Majesty," by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Great Britain, 
to revoke the Commission under which the said Three Commissioners now 
act, and to direct and command that the functions and authorities of the 
said Commissioners shall from thenceforth cease and determine, and 
that all Accounts then subject to their examination and audit shall 
659. from 
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from the date of the said Letters Patent be rendered to and be ex- 
amined and audited by the Commissioners for auditing the Public 
Accounts of Great Britain, and that all Persons liable to render 
Accounts to the present Commissioners in Ireland shall from thence- 
forth duly render the same to the Commissioners for auditing the Public 5 
Accounts of Great Britain; and for these purposes that the said Com- 
missioners of Accounts in Ireland shall forthwith transmit to the Com- 
missioners of Audit in Great Britain all Accounts, Books, Muniments, 
and all other official Documents in their custody or power, and likewise 
all the Accounts depending in their Office which may not then have been 10 
examined, or of which the examination may not then have been com- 
pleted,^ in order that the same may be examined and audited by the 
Commissioners last mentioned. 



Commis- 
sioners to have 
same Powers 
as to Proceed- 
ings in Irish 
Courts of Law, 
as are exer- 
cised by them 
in the English 
Courts. 



And beit further Enacted, That from and after the date of the said 
Letters Patent, all the Powers and Authorities now possessed and 15 
exeiclsed by the said Commissioners of Audit in Ireland shall forthwith 
become vested in the Commissioners for auditing the Public Accounts 
of Great Britain, who, 111 examining and auditing the Accounts so trans- 
fened to them, shall from thenceforth perform the same Duties and 

thl 7 7 T C ° "/ “ ° f I ,roceedi "g ” “H re spects as are practised in 20 
Audit Office of Great Britain with regard to the Accounts now 
examined in that Department; and the said last-mentioned Commis- 
f°? e '' S . S ! la ". als0 -" ilh respe ct to all Aeronm. „„dered to them f™ 
investett-mnrairthe same pmra-s-relative to Proceedings in 
the Irish Courts of Law, and otherwise, as are now possessed and 2 it 
exercised by them in the English Courts, or otherwise, with respect to 
the Accounts which are now subject to their examination. 



be under the A nd d farther Enacted, That die Commissioners of the Treasury 

S™L- r 6hal1 bave the same Superintendence and Controul over the Accounts 
S”! th8 10 be exami,,ed and audited according to tile Provisions of this Act, as , 0 
are now exercised by them with regard to all Accounts now examined 
Authority 1 or ‘’l' tbe Commissioners of Audit in Great Britain; but that ail the 
Pro '" slons c °" tai "c <1 ia the Acts of the Irish Parliament as to the 
A °" P ° Wer SDd a “ thont y of the Lord Lieutenant, and the Chief Governor 
cease. or Governors of Ireland, with respect to the above Accounts, shall « 
accordingly cease and determine from the date of the said last men- 
tioned Letters Patent. 



STaof And be it farther Enacted, That the Commissioners of Audit 
iSS'Cr ” Bri, " n * hfttl tranSm ‘ t “ S “““^t of every Aeeoum examined 
SS .7 a “ d aUdl f d by them under tbe authority of this Act to the Commis- 40 
the Treasury. sl oners of the Treasury, who, having considered such Statement, shall 
return the same to the Commissioners of Audit, together with their 
arrant, directing them to make up and pass the Account, either con- 
formably to the Statement, or with such variations as they may deem just 
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and reasonable ; and the Account having been made up pursuant to such 
directions, and signed by Three or more of the Commissioners for 
auditing the Public Accounts, shall remain deposited in the Audit 
Office, and shall have the same force and validity and be as efficient in 
5 law for all purposes whatsoever as if the same had been declared 
according to the usual course by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the time when the Attorneys or 
i • i Solicitors in 

Transfer of Accounts hereby authorized shall have taken place, it shall Actions or 
and may be lawful for the Commissioners of Audit in Great Britain, fn Superior" 1 "’ 
to upon any Requisition addressed to them by the Attorney or Solicitor of hXndmav 
the Plaintiff or Defendant in any Action or Suit depending in any of ^ , ^ , Docu' n 
the Superior Courts of Ireland, to transmit to some Person in that memse«en- 
country to be appointed by them for that purpose, any Receipt, Voucher deuce, 
or other Document relating to any Account which may be in their 
1.5 Office, and may be deemed necessary by the Party requiring its pro- 
duction, the Party in question paying such Costs as the proper Officer 
of the Court may deem reasonable, and the Person to whom the Docu- 
ment shall have been transmitted, being bound to produce the same in 
any Court of Record where the Action or Suit may be depending, when 
20 he may be duly called upon and summoned for that purpose. 

And be it further Enacted, That in all cases in which anv public Commission- 

- r ers to deliver 

Account shall have been examined and passed in the Office of the Com- or transmit to 

missioners ot Audit in Great Britain (whether such T^comOTatf have ’3^a 
been declared before the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or otherwise) 

25 the said Commissioners shall deliver or transmit to every Accountant a Quietus - 
a Certificate, in the nature of a Quietus, specifying the Amounts of 
the Charge and Discharge, and of the Balance (if any) indebted or in 
surplusage arising thereon, in the same maimer as is now practised by 
them with regard to declared Accounts. 

30 AND whereas it is reasonable and expedient that Affidavits and State- Commission- 
ments upon Oath should be admitted in certain cases for the purpose of AffidavuT“*i 
elucidating doubtful articles in Accounts, and verifying the same ; BE 
it therefore Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners of certain cases - 
Audit in Great Britain, in all cases in which they shall think fit, to 
35 receive Affidavits and Statements upon Oath by public Accountants 
and others for the above purposes, such Affidavits and Statements 
being sworn before a Judge of any of the Superior Courts in Eng- 
land, Scotland or I reland, or of any of the Coloni es or Depende ncies 
of Great Britain, or before any Officer or Commissioner authorized 
40 to take Affidavits in such Courts, or (in case of the Party making the 
Affidavit or Statement being resident more than Ten Milts distance 
from any Superior Court) before any Magistrate of the District within 
which the Party may be resident. 
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